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I . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-e^blishtnent of pinion with regard to novelty, invent step and 
Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

'^^^St^^^^^^ - * considered to to a bitten o^on o f *e 
Awhonty other than this one to be the IPEA aid the ctosL ffj* ^L^r S** f 1 appI * wHere ^ apphcanTchc^es ^ 
that wnuen options of this mtentationa! Sear<^ A^^ a ^f^^^ bureau i Rule ££S 

For (Wther options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. P 0my date ' whi <*ever expires later. 



2SJ 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. H 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 


IS 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VID 



3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


Interna finmal ftroVHrjitirvn Nr» * 
PCT/IL04/00661 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 




1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 1 


n This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




a sequence listing 




table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. formal of material 




1 1 in wrinen format 




LZI in computer readable form 




c. time of filmg/mrmshing 




O contained in international application as filed. 




O filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 




3 ' D !Ld?/il?r e T e *"* "* VerSi ° n ° f COpy ° f a Sequence relating thereto has been 


4. Additional cornments: 





Form PCT/JSA/237(Box No. I) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



international application No. 
PCT/IL04/00661 



Box No, V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 £/s.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2,3,5-7,39,40,49,53,55-81,88-185 


YES 




Claims 


1 ,4,8-38,41-48,50-52,54,82-87 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


NONE 


YES 




Claims 


1-185 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-185 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1 , 4, 8-38, 41-48, 50-52, 54 and 82-87 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Deutsch et al. With 
respect to claim 1 , the reference of Deutsch et al. discloses a multiwel] plate that includes a plurality of wells defined by walls (40) 
(See Figure 52) wherein each well includes a plurality of picowells. With respect to claim 4, the wells are rectangularly packed 
With respect to chums 8-38, see figures 1-26 and related disclosure. With respect to claims 41-48, 50-52 and 54 see page 37 first 
Ml paragraph, winch discloses the materials and laminated structure of the device. With respect to claims 82-87. see Figure 26 and 
IhfplwtSs 31 " 6 *" diSCUSSeS ° f tnicroinachilied elements for adding, removing and/or detecting relative to the cells within 

S^nVi 5 "^ 39 ' r 40, 49 ' 5 f 3 '^ 8 °; 88 "J° 6 md ' ' 3 * 134 m tovendw ste P mda rcT 33 < 3 > ^ being obvious over 

Deutsch et al. The reference of Deutsch et al. has been discussed above. With respect to claims 2, 3 and 5-7 while the reference 
do« not Really disclose the use of a 96 well format, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ a 
IZLZ^J? rac ^,f d /^ ec ^resmtofproW<iingastandardizedwell format that is compatible with the industrV 
f^trJ r ° f T U P atCS - Wftb reSp6Ct t0 Claims 39 ' «°- *>> 53 ' ^ 69 73-78. in the absence of a stow^of 



invention was madftc . pro^XtS ^of fc^ri™™ ^ f ° bV , 10US 10 008 ° f ^ ™ the art at the time .he 

SnT ^SKEX SuSy" " ^ ^ ^ ** fc ~ fatari - because tire subject matter claimed 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



